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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action supercedes the Office Action issued 4/1 9/2006. 

2. This action is responsive to communications: Amendment, filed on 2/21/2006. 
This action is non-final. 

3. Claims 1, 7 and 10-15 are pending in this application. Claim 1 is independent 
claim. In the Amendment, filed on 2/21/2006, claims 10-15 were added. 

This application has provisional application 60/394,192 filed 7/2/2002. 

4. The present title of the invention is "Layered and vectored graphical user 
interface to a knowledge and relationship rich data source" as filed originally. 

Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 102 

5. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

6. Claims 1 , 7, 1 0-1 2 and 1 5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(b) as being 
anticipated by Teig et al. (5,386,507). 

As per claim 1 , Teig et al., hereinafter Teig, discloses a graphical user interface 
(GUI), the GUI comprising: 

a plurality of nested spherical surfaces (Figure 13B, item 54 shows a plurality of 
nested spherical surface); 

a plurality of nodes, the plurality of nodes comprising a first node and a second 
node, and each node associated with a location on at least one of the plurality of 
spherical surfaces (Figure 13B, item 54 has a plurality of nodes; Figure 14 is a detailed 
view with connection associated with a location); and 
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a plurality of lines, at least one line having a first endpoint associated with the 
first node and a second endpoint associated with the second node (Figure 13B shows a 
plurality of lines connecting a plurality of nodes). 

7. As per claim 7, Teig demonstrated all the elements as disclosed in the rejected 
claims 1 , and further discloses more than one lines can be associated with a first node 
and a second node (Figure 13b shows more than one lines connected to each nodes). 

8. As per claim 10, Teig demonstrated all the elements as disclosed in the rejected 
claim 1 , and further discloses 

a graphical user interface control (Figure 1B, item 18 "Monitor 18 coupled to the 
processor provides display of models and information relative to editing and selecting", 
column 7, line 54-55). 

9. As per claim 1 1 , Teig demonstrated all the elements as disclosed in the rejected 
claim 1, and further discloses a web-control (Figure 13B where the representation of 
chemical compound is considered a web of chemical elements which is controlled by 
GUI). 

10. As per claim 12, Teig demonstrated all the elements as disclosed in the rejected 
claim 1 1 , and further discloses the web-control is a turn/zoom web-control (Figure 3 
where item 28 is used for zomming and Figure 9A shows the feature for turning, also 
see column 1 1 , line 9- column 1 2, line 29). 

11. As per claim 1 5, Teig demonstrated all the elements as disclosed in the rejected 
claim 1 , and further discloses a globe icon (Figure 13B where the node is considered a 
globe icon). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

12. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

13. Claims 13-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Teig et aL 

As per claim 13, Teig demonstrated all the elements as disclosed in the rejected 
claim 11. 

As for using a help avatar, since it is notoriously well known in the art to use a 
help avatar in a GUI environment, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art to implement such feature in order to help control through an interface. 

14. As per claim 14, Teig demonstrated all the elements as disclosed in the rejected 
claim 13. 

As for the help avatar is a semi-translucent hologram head and shoulders of an 
individual, since it is notoriously well known in the art of such an avatar in a GUI 
environment, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to implement 
such feature I order to help control through an interface. 

Response to Arguments 

1 5. Applicant's arguments, see amendment, filed 2/21/2006, with respect to the 
rejection(s) of claim(s) 1 under Britvec have been fully considered and are persuasive. 
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Therefore, the rejection has been withdrawn. However, upon further consideration, a 
new ground(s) of rejection is made in view of Teig et al. (5,386,507). 

Conclusion 

16. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Inquiries 

1 7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ryan R. Yang whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
7666. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:30AM-5:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Michael Razavi can be reached on (571 ) 272-7664. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571) 273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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